OXFORD COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY CLUSTER
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST GUIDELINE

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
MAY 21,2018 AT 12:00 PM

ATTENTION Academic institutions,
entrepreneurs, for-profit organizations,

nonprofits, community champions and
dC 4 local residents: Oxford County is now
: ;V/br ( OL”?IV . accepting Expressions of Interest for use of
growing SZf’Of’def’...[0&3{’7/1&" office, desk, meeting and event space in the
' © c < ¢ future sustainability cluster located in

Woodstock, Ontario



SUMMARY

Oxford County is now seeking Expressions of Interest from academic institutions, for-profit
organizations, other entrepreneurs, nonprofit organizations, community champions and local
residents for the use of 39,000 sg. ft. of building space in the Sustainability Cluster-- a new
initiative, launching in Woodstock, Ontario, focused on environment sustainability, research and
community building through entrepreneurship.

The Sustainability Cluster will consist of two buildings located on 75 Graham Street and 92 Light
Street. These spaces are ideal for a variety of academic research projects, innovative office
space, desk space, meeting rooms and other public and private events or programming.

The location at 92 Light St. will likely feature 24 residential suites: 16 single units of approx. 290
sq. ft. and 8 double units of approx. 700 sq. ft.

The purpose of this call is to identify potential Anchor Tenant(s), Education Partner(s),
Community Partner(s) and daily/ weekly venue rentals.

Anchor Tenant(s): The principal tenant(s) in the space. The Anchor Tenant(s) would
occupy the space for a majority of the year.

Education Partner(s): Would use the space for the preparation and delivery of
programming and animation for significant blocks of time spread throughout the year.

Community Partners: The Community Partners would deliver programming for a
number of weeks spread throughout the year.

Oxford County is looking to work with any combination of these levels of partnership in the
Sustainability Cluster. Please identify in your application each level of partnership in which your
organization is interested.

The deadline to submit an Expression of Interest is May 21, 2018 at 12:00 PM.

The space may be booked in daily, weekly and monthly blocks, according to what is required for
your project/event(s), or longer if you qualify as a Tenant or Partner. Your application can
outline intentions to use these spaces once for a specific purpose, or on an ongoing basis for
regularly scheduled events. Rental rates will be available on a sliding scale, depending on the
nature of the event and organizer.

Potential uses include:

Environmental Research Projects Community Events
Outdoor Research Meeting
Workshops Flexible Workspace
Fundraisers Permanent Office
Exhibitions

The space(s) includes a food-retailer, lobby, an auditorium that can seat 130 individuals,
phone booths and high-speed Wi-Fi.
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BACKGROUND

ABOUT OXFORD COUNTY

Located in the heart of southwestern Ontario at the crossroads of Highways 401 and 403,
Oxford County has a population of approximately 114,000 people across eight area
municipalities that are “growing stronger together.” The County boasts a leading agriculture,
agricultural-food and manufacturing based economy that is home to Canada’s Outdoor Farm
Show. Oxford’s urban communities are full of life, entertainment, and commerce; its rural areas
are strong farming communities rich in natural resources and history.

Oxford County is emerging as a leader in sustainable growth through the Future Oxford
Community Sustainability Plan and County Council’s commitment to achieving 100% renewable
energy, becoming a zero waste community, and working towards zero poverty. Oxford’s
residents, businesses and institutions alike are resourceful, innovative and committed to a
quality of life in Oxford second to none. In addition, Oxford is centrally located adjacent to
numerous academic and industry research and innovation leaders. Within this context Oxford is
poised to establish itself as a leading small urban and rural community.

The Sustainability Cluster could include a wide variety of enterprises conducting value-added
research, education, commercialization, entrepreneurship and social innovation across all
sustainability pillars (economy, community and environment) that together will enhance and
strengthen community capacity, resiliency and wellbeing.

The space will be owned and managed by Oxford County and designed by M.Wilson Architects.

Visit www.oxfordcounty.ca or follow our social media sites at www.oxfordcounty.ca/social.
Oxford County’s Strategic Plan is at oxfordcounty.ca/strategicplan.

HOW TO SUBMIT AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Expression of Interest Information form will be posted to www.oxfordcounty.ca on April 30,
2018. The form asks for general information about the nature of your organization or event and
additional requirements you may have.

The deadline to submit an expression of interest is May 21, 2018 at 12:00 PM.

Those submitting an Expression of Interest will be notified of next steps, including booking rates,
tours, and facilitation of the booking process.

QUESTIONS

If you have any questions or require assistance with the submission process, please contact
CustomerService@oxfordcounty.ca.


http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/Your-Government/Municipal-Governments
http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/Your-Government/Municipal-Governments
http://www.futureoxford.ca/plan
http://www.futureoxford.ca/plan
http://www.smartenergyoxford.ca/
http://www.smartenergyoxford.ca/
http://www.zerowasteoxford.ca/
http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/
http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/social
http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/strategicplan
http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/
mailto:CustomerService@oxfordcounty.ca

LIMITATIONS

Any Respondent making a submission in response to this Request for Expressions of Interest
(REOI) does so fully accepting the following provisions:

This is a REOI only; it is not a procurement document. The information contained in this REOI
is intended for information purposes only to assist interested parties in assessing whether or not
to respond to such request. No representation or warranty express or implied, is made by
Oxford County or any of its agents, as to the accuracy or completeness of such information.
Neither Oxford County nor its agents will be responsible for, and hereby expressly disclaim, any
and all liability for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies in connection therewith. In its response
to this REOI, the Respondent must disclose to Oxford County, any potential conflict of interest
that might compromise this process. If such a conflict of interest does exist, Oxford County may,
at its discretion, refuse to consider the response in question.

The Respondent must also disclose whether it is aware if any Oxford County employee has a
financial interest in the Respondent and the nature of that interest. If such an interest exists or
arises at any point leading to the selection of the successful Respondent, Oxford County may,
at its discretion, refuse to consider the response, or proceed with the Respondent any further in
this process unless and until the matter is resolved to Oxford County’s sole satisfaction. All
information provided by or obtained at any time from Oxford County or its agents in any form in
connection with this REOI that is not publicly available (i) must be treated in a highly confidential
manner; (ii) is not to be used for any other purpose other than responding to this REOI,; (iii) must
not be disclosed to any other person without the prior written authorization of Oxford County;
and (iv) shall be returned to Oxford County immediately upon the request of Oxford County.

This exercise is not a request for tenders. This is a request for information only and no legal
obligations will arise hereunder in any circumstances. Oxford County reserves the right to
amend the scope of this REOI, and to carry out discussions with one or more prospective
Respondents at any time, or from time to time, for the purpose of attempting to finalize an
acceptable agreement, at all times without recourse against Oxford County and its agents,
should no such agreement be concluded.

Oxford County may proceed as it determines in its sole discretion, including to discontinue or
invalidate this REOI and including to re-issue or proceed with a further REOI and Oxford County
will not be responsible for any losses or costs incurred by any Respondent as a result thereof.
Oxford County has the right not to respond to any report or request made by a Respondent and
not to distribute copies of any reports or requests received from a Respondent and responses
thereto, to the other Respondents. Where Oxford County, in its discretion, considers that such
report or request necessitates a change to this REOI, Oxford County will prepare and issue an
appropriate addendum to this REOI. Oxford County reserves the right to terminate this REOI at
any time for any reason.



